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October 1995ïFirst Detection

Â Delimiting surveys results:  

14-square miles (36 sq.km)

Â Resources applied to:

Â Removal of infected trees 

Â Removal of exposed

trees within 125 feet 

radius (38m)

Â Repeated surveys

Â Commercial citrus acreage 

hit a peak in 1996 at 857,687 

acres (347,106 hectares)



Fast Forward to1999

Â Growing residential problem in S. 

Florida 

Â From initial 14 square mile 

sections in 1995

Â To 333 sections in 1999

Â Obviously, the strategy of 

removing trees within a 125-foot 

radius was not working

Â By 1999, there were also a few 

detections in commercial areas

1995

1999



2000

ÂChange in strategy as a result of 1998 
scientific study about the distance canker 
could spread as a result of normal weather 
events

ÂProgram began to remove all citrus trees 
within a 1900ô radius (579m), rather than a 
125ô radius (38m)

ÂQuickly resulted in legal challenges that 
prevented removal of exposed trees 

ÂContinued in the courts for 4 years, while 
canker continued to spread



125 ft. vs. 1900 ft.

(38m  vs.  579m)

ÂMap of typical 

residential 

neighborhood

Â Red colored property 

represents an infected 

property

Â Black box represents 1 

square mile (2.59 sq.km)

Â As many as 2500 

properties in 1 square 

mile


